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The objective of this clinical guideline is therefore to provide
evidence- and expert-based recommendations with a view to
standardizing clinical practice in this care modality and contribute
to a progressive increase in the number of patients who can be
cared for and receive intravenous therapy in their own homes”
López Cortés et al (2018).
Abstract:
Outpatient parenteral antimicrobial therapy (OPAT) programmes make it possible to start or
complete intravenous antimicrobial therapy for practically any type of infection at home,
provided that patient selection is appropriate for the type of OPAT programme available.
Although the clinical management of infections in the home setting is comparable in many
respects to that oﬀered in conventional hospitalization (selection of antibiotics, duration of
treatment, etc.), there are many aspects that are speciﬁc to this care modality. It is essential
to be aware of them so that OPAT continues to be as safe and eﬀective as inpatient care. The
objective of this clinical guideline is therefore to provide evidence- and expert-based
recommendations with a view to standardizing clinical practice in this care modality and
contribute to a progressive increase in the number of patients who can be cared for and
receive intravenous therapy in their own homes.
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