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Abstract:
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE: Short-term central venous catheterization (CVC) is one of
the commonly used invasive interventions in ICU and other patient-care areas. Practice and
management of CVC is not standardized, varies widely, and need appropriate guidance.
Purpose of this document is to provide a comprehensive, evidence-based and up-to-date, one
document source for practice and management of central venous catheterization. These
recommendations are intended to be used by critical care physicians and allied
professionals involved in care of patients with central venous lines.
METHODS: This position statement for central venous catheterization is framed by expert
committee members under the aegis of Indian Society of Critical Care Medicine (ISCCM).
Experts group exchanged and reviewed the relevant literature. During the final meeting of
the experts held at the ISCCM Head Office, a consensus on all the topics was made and the
recommendations for final document draft were prepared. The final document was reviewed
and accepted by all expert committee members and after a process of peer-review this
document is finally accepted as an official ISCCM position paper.Modified grade system was
utilized to classify the quality of evidence and the strength of recommendations. The draft
document thus formulated was reviewed by all committee members; further comments and
suggestions were incorporated after discussion, and a final document was prepared.
RESULTS: This document makes recommendations about various aspects of resource
preparation, infection control, prevention of mechanical complication and surveillance
related to short-term central venous catheterization. This document also provides four
appendices for ready reference and use at institutional level.
CONCLUSION: In this document, committee is able to make 54 different recommendations
for various aspects of care, out of which 40 are strong and 14 weak recommendations.
Among all of them, 42 recommendations are backed by any level of evidence, however due
to paucity of data on 12 clinical questions, a consensus was reached by working committee
and practice recommendations given on these topics are based on vast clinical experience of
the members of this committee, which makes a useful practice point. Committee recognizes
the fact that in event of new emerging evidences this document will require update, and
that shall be provided in due time.
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