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Our conclusion is that death due to dialysis vascular
access hemorrhage is an uncommon, catastrophic, but
potentially preventable event if the right policies and
procedures are put in place” Jose et al (2017).

Abstract:

Bleeding from dialysis vascular access (arteriovenous fistulas, arteriovenous grafts, and
vascular catheters) is uncommon. Death from these bleeds is rare and likely to be under-
reported, with incident rates of fewer than 1 episode for every 1,000 patient-years on
dialysis, meaning that dialysis units may experience this catastrophic event only once a
decade.
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There is an opportunity to learn from (and therefore prevent) these bleeding deaths. We
reviewed all reported episodes of death due to vascular access bleeding in Australia and
New Zealand over a 14-year period together with individual dialysis units’ root cause
analyses on each event. In this perspective, we provide a clinically useful summary of the
evidence and knowledge gained from these rare events. Our conclusion is that death due to
dialysis vascular access hemorrhage is an uncommon, catastrophic, but potentially
preventable event if the right policies and procedures are put in place.
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